ANNEXATION  OF  PEGU   (1826-1855)	in
sum of money. Their claims for damages—somewhat excessive
in point of fact—were submitted to the Government of India,
and Dalhousie decided to demand reparation in such a way as
would render it impossible, in his judgement, for the Burmese
to refuse. Accordingly he sent Commodore Lambert in
H.M.S. Fox, accompanied by two Company's vessels, the
Proserpine and the Tenasserim, to Rangoon, with a peremptory
request for compensation and the removal of Maung Ok.
The Court of Ava promised redress and recalled the
offending Governor. But the new man, appointed in his place,
arrived with a strong body of troops, while at the same time
the garrisons at Martaban and Bassein were also heavily
reinforced. It was later discovered that he belonged to a party
at the capital which favoured an uncompromising attitude,
since it believed that the Burmese army was capable of standing
up to a British invasion. Unfortunately Lambert was the
wrong man to deal with such a situation, if a peaceable solution
was to be sought. When the Governor in a grossly insulting
manner refused to receive a deputation of British officers, who
waited on him to discuss the quite reasonable claim for damages,
with which they had been entrusted, Lambert declared a
blockade of the port of Rangoon, and proceeded to take reprisals
on Burmese shipping. A few shots were fired by the Burmese
shore batteries, which were immediately silenced by a broad-
side from the Fox. Then, having destroyed every Burmese
war boat within reach, the 'combustible commodore', as
Dalhousie called him in a private letter, sailed back to Calcutta.
Dalhousie at once prepared for war. He followed up
Lambert's mission by despatching a strong force bearing an
ultimatum together with a new demand for compensation, this
time to the tune of ten lakhs of rupees, to cover the cost of his
military preparations. He still hoped against hope that the
threat would cause the Court of Ava to climb down; but on
i April, 1852, the ultimatum expired without any response
from the Burmese. A few days later the British forces occupied
Rangoon and Martaban, and the war began.
In his pamphlet How Wars are got up in India: the Origin of
the Burmese War, Cobden particularly censured the despatch
of a commodore of the Royal Navy to negotiate, and the

